[Informatics, robotics and medicine].
Information technology is becoming common use in Medicine. Among the numerous applications are data processing, image analysis, 3D reconstruction, telemedicine, to mention only few of them. The interest of computers in surgical research and development is lesser known. Two examples are given: computer aided conception and simulation of physiologic systems. Robotics has been introduced more recently. There are three types of robotics corresponding to three types of use: targetting used by neural surgeons to localize tumors or anatomical structures, visualization used by general surgeons to hold and mobilize laparoscopes, instrumentation introduced more recently by cardiac surgeons to perform totally endoscopic cardiac operations. All these techniques open new ways for tomorrow "Instrumental Medicine".